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PART II 
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REEL 87 


ACCOUNTS SERIES (ACC-4) 
Edison Personal and Laboratory Accounts 








ACCOUNT SERIES, 187»-1886 


The account series for 1879-1886 contains forty-eight bound account books 
and an extensive collection of unbound financial records. The documents have been 
organized into six categories: (1) Edison Personal and Laboratory Accounts; (2) 
Edison Family Accounts; (3) Fort Myers Accounts; (4) Company Accounts; (5) 
Miscellaneous Bound Accounts; and (6) Miscellaneous Unbound Accounts. 

1) Edison Personal and Laboratory Accounts . The twenty-four books in this 
set contain records of laboratory expenditures and of monies received from 
Edison's inventive work. Miscellaneous house accounts are also found in these 
volumes. Only the six general ledgers have been filmed. The journals, cash books, 
invoice books, and other books have not been filmed since the information 
contained within them is summarized in the general ledgers. 

2) Edison Family Accounts . This set consists of one pocket-size book kept by 
Mina Miller Edison to record personal expenses, including those relating to her 
marriage to Edison, and two other pocket-size books kept by Edison's first wife, 
Mary Stilwell Edison, to record grocery accounts. The grocery accounts have not 
been filmed. 

3) Fort Myers Accounts . The five books in this set record expenses relating 
to the purchase and furnishing of Edison's winter home in Fort Myers, Florida. The 
general ledger, journal, and cashbook have been filmed. The invoice book and labor 
account book have not been filmed. 

4) Company Accounts . The ten books in this set relate primarily to the 
various electric light companies. Included are two books containing weekly 
statements of laboratory expenses submitted to the Edison Electric Light 
Company; a ledger and various daybooks of the Thomas A. Edison Construction 
Department; and an invoice book of the Edison Machine Works and Edison Shafting 
Manufacturing Company. There is also a cashbook of Dyer and Wilber, a firm that 
handled Edison's patents during the early 1880s. Only the weekly statements and 
the ledger have been filmed. 

5) Miscellaneous Bound Accounts (not filmed). This set contains six books: a 
cashbook recording miscellaneous expenditures; a bankbook kept by Samuel Insull; a 
book recording the number of postage stamps used; a book of invoices from foreign 
orders; a book recording purchases of oil; and a checkbook. 

6) Miscellaneous Unbound Accounts (not filmed). There are two extensive 
collections of unbound financial records in the archives of the Edison National 
Historic Site. One is a set of employee time sheets for the period 1878-1931. The 
time sheets for 1878 were published as a representative sample in Thomas A. 
Edison Papers Microfilm Edition. Part I . 17: 621-876. In addition, there is a large 
collection of receipted bills and vouchers for laboratory, manufacturing, and 
personal expenses. The first sixty-six vouchers in this set can be found in Invoice 
Book, Cat. 1164 (not filmed). 

An additional bound account book (Cat. 1318) appears on the microfilm in the 
Charles Batchelor Collection (Special Collections Series). Unbound financial 
documents can be found in the Legal Series, in the Charles Batchelor and Francis 
R. Upton collections (Special Collections Series), and in the various "Accounts" 
folders in the Document File Series. 



The following books comprise the Accounts Series: 

Edison Personal and Laboratory Accounts 
The following books have been filmed: 

1. Ledger #3 (1878-1880) 

2. Ledger #4 (1880-1881) 

3. Ledger #5 (1881-1891, 1896, 1905) 

4. Ledger #8 (1882-1891, 1896, 1905) 

5. Private Ledger //I (1880-1881) 

6. Private Ledger #2 (1881-1882) 

The following books have not been filmed: 

1. Journal, Cat. 1188 (1878-1881) 

2. Journal #3 (1881-1885) 

3. Journal #4 (1882-1883, 1885-1891, 1896, 1905) 

4. Private Journal #1 (1880-1881) 

5. Private Journal #2 (1881) 

6. Cashbook, Cat. 1189 (1878-1880) 

7. Cashbook #17 (1881-1885) 

8. Private Cashbook (1881-1882) 

9. Private Cashbook (1882-1888) 

10. Invoice Book, Cat. 1161 (1878-1879) 

11. Invoice Book, Cat. 1162 (1879-1881) 

12. Invoice Book, Cat. 1163 (1880-1883) 

13. Invoice Book, Cat.'1164 (1883) 

14. Experimental Invoices #1 (1882-1884) 

15. Experimental Invoices #2 (1884-1888) 

16. Lab Order Book, Orders 1501-2000 (1886-1887) 

17. Account with Drexel, Morgan, & Co, PN-78-10-31 (1878-1879) 

18. Labor Account, PN-80-01-23 (1880-1881) 

Edison Family Accounts . 


The following book has been filmed: 

Mina Miller Edison Account, PN-85-01-05 (1885-1886?) 
The following books have not been filmed: 

1. Mary Stilwell Edison Grocery Account, PN-82-06-18 (1882) 

2. Mary Stilwell Edison Grocery Account, PN-82-07-01 (1882) 

Fort Myers Accounts 

The following books have been filmed: 

1. Ledger (1885-1887) 

2. Journal (1885-1887) 

3. Cashbook (1886) 

The following books have not been filmed: 

1. Invoice Book, Cat. 1165 (1885-1892) 

2. Labor Account (1885-1886) 






D. Company Accounts 


Edison Electric Light Company 
The following books have been filmed: 

1. Statement Book, Cat. 1224 (1878-1880) 

2. Statement Book, Cat. 1225 (1880-1884) 

Thomas A. Edison Construction Department 
The following book has been filmed: 

Ledger (1883-1886) 

The following books have not been filmed: 

1. Journal #1 (1883-1886) 

2. Cashbook (1883-1886) 

3. Invoice Book, Cat. 1166 (1883) 

4. Bill Book (1883-1885) 

Edison Telephone Company of Europe. Ltd, (not filmed) 

Account with Drexel, Morgan, & Co., PN-80-07-16 (1880) 

Edison Machine Works/Edison Shafting Manufacturing Company (not filmed) 
Invoice Book (1884-1885) 

Dyer and Wilber (not filmed) 

Cashbook (1880-1888) 

E. Miscellaneous Accounts (not filmed) 

1. Cashbook, PN-80-11-03 (1880-1887) 

2. Bankbook, PN-81-05-24 (1881-1886) 

3. Stamp Accounts (1883) 

4. Foreign Order Bills (1883) 

5. Oil Purchase Book, PN-84-10-25 (1884-1886) 

6. Checkbook Stubs (1885) 







Personal and Laboratory Accounts, Ledger #3 (Cat. 1187) 


This ledger covers the period August 1878-February 1880. It contains 
accounts payable and receivable, along with records of cost accounts, labor 
accounts, royalty accounts, and personal accounts. The cost accounts list 
expenditures on various projects (including the experimental electric light and 
dynamo) over long periods of time. Construction costs are also recorded in this 
manner. The royalty accounts list payments from the Gold & Stock Telegraph 
Company and other companies to individuals at the Edison laboratory. There is 
also a record of salary payments made by Western Union to Edison. The accounts 
payable and receivable refer to a broad range of Edison companies and 
experimental ventures in Europe and in the Americas. The spine is labeled "Ledger 
T.A.E" and "3." The book contains 693 numbered pages and an index. 
Approximately half the pages are blank. 
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Personal and Laboratory Accounts, Ledger #4 


This ledger covers the period February 1880-3anuary 1881. It contains accounts 
payable and receivable, along with records of cost accounts, royalty accounts, and 
labor costs. The majority of the entries appear to have been used to allocate costs 
(identified by voucher number) to Edison companies, experiments, and product 
lines. Some accounts are merely transitional continuations of accounts from the 
"old ledger" (#3) to the "new ledger" (#5). A profit-and-loss account for 1880-1881 
appears on page 401. It is continued in ledger #5 (page 503). The spine is labeled 
"General Ledger March 1880 to December 1880" and "Ledger 4." The book 
contains 693 numbered pages and an index. Approximately half the pages are 
blank. 


Missing page numbers: 417-428. 
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This ledger covers the period January 1881-January 1888. There are also 

accounts oava'h r/n 0 ; 1888 ,' 1 , 89 °’ 1 ? 91 ’ ,896 > and ,905 - The book contains 

accounts payable and receivable, along with cost accounts for many of Edison's 

^HS a r, e «l and / Xper i'? ent5 ‘ 1 ? e * ccoun,s cover a broad range of activities, from 
Pf“L“? h Mu,? UndrIe D s to „ the ar ® e electrical undertakings and the foreign 
electrical exhibitions. Payroll accounts and the costs of building the West Orange 
Laboratory are also recorded. The accounts are balanced and the remainders are 
assigned to a proflt-and-loss account. The spine on the dust cover Is labeled 
Thomas A. Edison Personal General Ledger Jan. 1, 1881 to Jan. 1, 1888" and "5." 
It is also marked K 2." The book contains 769 numbered pages and an Index. The 
bottom line on some of the pages may be Illegible because of water damage. 


Blank pages not filmed: 176-177, 230-231, 250-231, 264-265, 356-357, 386- 
387, 406-407, 410-411, 414-417, 420-421, 430-431, 436-443, 448-451, 612-627. 


THE REDUCTION RATIO FOR THIS DOCUMENT IS 
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PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 

Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film Is prohibited, 
in lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 






A Note on the Sources 

The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 













FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 


PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
Charles Edison Fund 
The Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 


PUBLIC FOUNDATIONS 

National Science Foundation 
National Endowment for the Humanities 


PRIVATE CORPORATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS 


Alabama Power Company 
Amerada Hess Corporation 
AT&T 

Atlantic Electric 

Association of Edison Illuminating 
Companies 

Battelle Memorial Institute Foundation 
The Boston Edison Foundation 
Cabot Corporation Foundation 
Carolina Power and Light Company 
Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York, Inc. 

Consumers Power Company 
Corning Glass Works Foundation 
Duke Power Company 
Exxon Corporation 
Florida Power & Light Company 
General Electric Foundation 
Gould Inc. Foundation 
Gulf States Utilities Company 
Idaho Power Company 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers 

Iowa Power and Light Company 


Mr. and Mts. Stanley H. Katz 
Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. 
McGraw-Edison Company 
Middle South Services, Inc. 

Minnesota Power 

New Jersey Bell Telephone Company 
New York State Electric & Gas 
Corporation 

North American Philips Corporation 
Philadelphia Electric Company 
Philips International B.V. 

Public Service Electric and Gas 
Company 
RCA Corporation 
Robert Bosch GmbH 
San Diego Gas & Electric 
Savannah Electric and Power Company 
Schcring Plough Foundation 
Texas Utilities Company 
Thomson-Brandt 
Transamcrica Delaval Inc. 

Westinghouse Educational Foundation 
Wisconsin Public Service 
• Corporation 









THOMAS A. EDISON PAPERS 


Reese V. Jenkins 
Director and Editor 

Thomas E. Jeffrey 

Associate Director and Microfilm Editor 


Assistant Editors 

Paul B. Israel 
Robert A. Rosenberg 
Keith A. Nler 
Andrew Butrlca 

Assistant to the Director 
Helen Endlck 


Leonard DeGraaf 
Alan Stein 
Jacquelyn Miller 


Research Associates 
Douglas G. Tarr 
Mary Ann Hcllrigel 
David W. Hutchings 


Secrctaiy 
Grace Kurkowskl 


Joseph P. Sullivan 
Karen Kozak 
Granville Miller 






BOARD OF SPONSORS 


Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey 

Edward J. Bloustein 
T. Alexander Pond 
Tildcn G. Edelsteln 
John Gillis 

New Jersey Historical Commission 
Bernard Bush 
Howard L Green 


National Park Service, Edison 
National Historic Site 
Roy W. Weaver 
Edward J. Pershey 
Smithsonian Institution 
Bernard Finn 
Arthur P. Molella 


EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD 

James Brittain, Georgia Institute of Technology 
Alfred D. Chandler, Jr., Harvard University 
Neil Harris, University of Chicago 
Thomas Parke Hughes, University of Pennsylvania 
Arthur Link, Princeton University 
Nathan Reingold, Smithsonian Institution 
Robert E. Schofield, Iowa State University 


CORPORATE ASSOCIATES 

William C Hittingcr (chairman), RCA Corporation 
Edward J. Bloustein, Rutgers, The State University of NJ. 
Cees Bruynes, North American Philips Corporation 
PaulJ. Christiansen, Charles Edison Fund 
Philip F. Dietz, Westlnghouse Electric Corporation 
Roland W. Schmitt, General Electric Corporation 
Harold W. Sonn, Public Service Electric and Gas Company 
Morris 'Emenbaum, AT&T 










Thomas A. Edison Papers 


Rutgers, The State University 
endorsed by 

National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
18 June 1981 

Copyright © 1987 by Rutgers, The State University 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication including any portion of the guide and indcxorofthcmicrofllm may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means—graphic, electronic, 
mechanical, or chemical, including photocopying, recording or taping, or information storage and retrieval 
systems—without written permission of Rutgers, The State University, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

The original documents in this edition are from the archive at the Edison National Historic Site at West Orange, 
New Jersey. 

















Association for 
Information and Image 
Management 



Centimeter 







